INTRODUCTION
hostile to his regime. Whenever I visited Italy
I noted the omnipresence of uniforms, flags, and
emblems whose sun was setting in Germany
though when I looked eastward they seemed to
be dawning once again with terrific speed.
Three circumstances combined to modify my
outlook. First of all, the foundations of "democ-
racy" and "parliamentarism" are crumbling.
Intermediate types are manifesting themselves;
the traditional forms of political life have been
undermined; there is a scarcity of men of
mark. Secondly, both in Moscow and in Rome,
I perceived that very remarkable things were
being achieved upon the material plane, with
the result that I came to recognise the con-
structive side of these two dictatorships. In
the third place, psychological considerations
led me to assume that the Roman statesman,
notwithstanding the bellicose tenor of many of
his speeches, was probably far from inclined to
cherish plans of war.
But my own observations of Mussolini's
personality had an even stronger effect upon my
mind than the foregoing considerations. As soon
as I had been led (so I believed) to recognise
in him certain traits which reminded me of
Nietzsche's teachings, the man seemed to become
detached from his movement and I began to
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